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THE WANG MING-TAO ARTICLE 


There has been so much interest displayed in the article on Wang Ming-tao in the June 13 
Bulletin that we are having it mimeographed separately. These can be secured at ten cents 
each (five cents each in quantities of ten or more), Write to this office. 


TIEN FENG 


A copy of Tien Feng for June 6, 1955, has just reached us, the first since September of last 
year. A new feature has been added since we saw this magazine last, a section of daily de vo- 
tional readings somewhat resembling The Upper Room in format. 


The first feature article is by Rev, Li Jung-fang, professor of Old Testament in Yenching 

Theological Seminary (and also Dean), on the subject, Can Spirituality be Separated from 
om, Present-day Life? He begins by saying that many who are recognized as being led by the Holy 

Spirit co-operate heartily in the Three-self Patriotic Movement, while others who are also sup- 
posed to be led by the Spirit refuse to do so, Can the same Spirit lead men in two different 
directions, he asks, His point is of course that the first group are the ones that have the right 
idea, but his biblical proof is rather bizarre, as f makes an identification of the New Testa- 
ment conception of the Holy Spirit with the spirit that animated Samson and King Saul in their 


tribal exploits. 


The next article is by Wang Chih-hsin, former professor in Shanghai University and more 
lately professor in Nanking Theological Seminary, His subject is, Christians Must Oppose 
Imperialism and Be Patriotic. Like J, F. Li, he admits that there is a considerable number in 
the church who oppose the Three-self Movement and calls for greater unity in the church on 
behalf of this Movement. His prime argument is that the opposers are wresting the Scriptures 
to their purpose, but he makes rather clumsy going in trying to prove that Love your enemies 
does not quite mean what it says. 


One strongly featured subject in this issue is the Christian delegations that visited Shanghai 
to attend the Russian Cultural Exhibit. This will be treated below in a separate article. 


Two pages are given to the translation of a Czech article describing the renovation of a 
500-ye ar old altar in a Catholic Church there, The purpose of this is evidently to show Chinese 
readers that there is freedom of religion in Communist Czechoslovakia, The article ; accom- 


panied by three large and well reproduced pictures, 


Then after two pages of general news comes the Church News section, In this we learn that 

the Kwangsi Study Committee of the Three-self Movement had its second meeting April i 3-19. 
It severely criticized those individual preachers and other responsible church men who on the 
etext of ‘Faith’ pervert Christian doctrine and by their words and deeds weaken the effective- 
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ness of the ‘Oppose imperialism love - country movement. The Committee issues a call for 
more systematic political study within the churches, QO | 


The Kiangsi Synod of the Church of Christ in China held its third annual meeting in 
Hangchow May 17-20. 41 delegates were present, from the three districts of Ning-shao 
(Ningpo and Shaohsin), Hangchow and Kiashing, In addition to these delegates, V. T. Wu 
was present as the Moderator of the CCC, H. H. Tsui as General Secretary, and Tsai Chi-chen 
as Executive Secretary, This new title for Y. T. Wu is rather surprising, but the terminology 
of the news item is unmistakeable. Pao Che-hua and Fan Kuang~-yung were in the chair; Tsai 
Wen-hao was in charge of local arrangements, Visitors from other churches included T. C. 
Bao (Baptist) and Niu Chih-fang (Episcopal). The past four years’ work was reviewed in this 
session, which suggests that though it is called an annual meeting it may be in fact the first to 


be held since 1951. 


On the evening of May 18 all the churches of Hangchow held a reception honoring Y. T. 
Wu, H. H. Tsui and Tsai Chi-chen, At this reception, which was held in the YWCA, Niu 
Chih-fang was chairman, and T. C. Bao introduced the guests. 


In Amoy two meetings of a civic character were held during May, and are reported in Tien 
Feng because Christians took an active part in them, The first was the Amoy Civic Union“, 
which met May 12-15. Two members of the Union were Christian pastors: Chou Ch’ing-tse, 
who is Chairman of the Three-self Movement for Amoy, and Lu Chu-ying, of Trinity 
Church. In addition a number of other Christians were listed as attending the meeting, includ- 
ing Hsu Ch'un- ts“ ao, the father of Moses Hsu, who is known to many in the New York area, 


The other meeting was a delegated meeting of young people which was held on May 5. 
Out of a total of 256 delegates, 24 were Christians. Two of the Christians were put on the ex- 
ecutive committee, and one was made assistant secretary. The Christian delegates reported 
back to their own group in a special meeting held on May 22 in the YMCA, and in spite of 
heavy rain that evening, there were 103 present at the meeting. 


Delegates who have the privilege of attending special meetings of any kind are expected 
to report back to their constituency in full, So we read that the Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance Church in Ihsin, Kwangsi, held two meetings to hear a rather belated report on the 
nation-wide Christian conference which was held in Peking in July 1954. 


A writer commenting on the Bandung Conference has this to say, Since liberation many 
new churches have been organized in China and new church buildings built, and the number of 
those who have received the call to preach and ask to be sent to a theological school, as well 
as the number asking for baptism, is increasing daily. It is true, the Communist Party is athe- 
istic, but the government which it has organized is the best China has ever had; it has improved 
the living conditions of the people, and has adopted many right and helpful policies; what 
reason would we have for not supporting it? 


SHENG KUNG (SACRED WORK) 


This is a newsletter which is now being put out by the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (Episco- 
pal Church), The first issue appeared in February of this year, and a copy of it has now reached 
our desk, It is a little bulletin, pages 5x7 1/4 inches, with 28 pages in this number. It is 
sponsored by the Church National Committee. 


The introductory statement is too long to reproduce in full, but a translation of a part of 
it is given here, It begins by saying: 


Since the Three~self Patriotic Movement has spread abroad throughout our church, the 
ever-fresh spirit of the Lord has been blowing like a breeze among us reviving us, so that the 
vision of the 37th chapter of Ezekiel is being enacted anew. In order to increase our contacts 
with one another, to share information and to plan together for the future, we have decided to 
publish this newsletter, Although because of the lack of resources, both human and material, 
we are not able to announce a regular schedule, still we hope that this modest little letter will 
be useful in increasing our sense of fellowship. This first number is being sent to only a limite 
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number of fellow-Christians, 
1 believe in one holy, catholic, apostolic Church. 


The church of our Lord Jesus Christ was established on earth by the apostles at the com- 
mand of the Lord, From the time of the apostles until now the church should be one holy and 
catholic church, and although from the weakness of man we now see it divided, still the pure 
Body of Christ which is not limited by outward form is but one. Our Church, which prizes its 
holy and catholic tradition, believes that every people has the right within the unity of this 
tradition to organize its own church body, and that all such national churches are equal each to 
each and members one of another, since they are all united to Christ the Head, and one is not 
below another in rank, The Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui should have had such a position from 
the time of its organization, but unfortunately it was seriously bound by imperialism, and was 
given only a subsidiary and colonial position within the body of the apostolic church, Our 
Church was organized in 1912, with its own General Assembly, but until the Three-self Move- 
ment came, after liberation, our Church was dismembered and divided into spheres of influ- 
ence by the various missionary societies. We did not even have one unified Book of Common 
Prayer, in spite of the efforts of the General Assembly and the National Committee. At that 
time the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui was not Chinese, for it had not become independent; it 
was not Holy, for it was still contaminated with imperialism and colonialism; and it was not 
Catholic, for it was not yet recognized as an equal member in the body catholic. 


The rest of the statement is an exhortation based on the Scripture passages: Arise, take 
up thy bed and walk; When a woman is delivered of her child, she no longer remembers the 
anguish, for joy that a child is born into the world; Let us arise and build; The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you all, 


Bishop Robin Chen has a four-page statement which is a masterly summary of the Sheng 
Kung Hui position within the body of historic Christianity, His figures for the present strength 
of the church are of interest. He says it consists of 14 dioceses and one missionary diocese, 
447 churches, more than 440 church workers, and more than 42,000 church members, This is 
the first indication of a severe drop in church membership that we have received, for in 1949 
the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui reported 76,741 members. We can hardly hope that other de- 
nominations have fared better during the past five years. Bishop Chen points out particularly 
that at the time of liberation eight of the 14 regular bishops, 10 of the total number of 21 (this 
number including assistant or suffragan bishops), were English or American. 


He describes the Anglican position at the time of the Reformation, and then comes down 
to the Lambeth Quadrilateral, and finally defines the position of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung 
Hui as a median between reverence for tradition and freedom for creative innovation, 


There are two sermons in this newsletter, one by Ting Kuang-hsun, who was then President 
of Nanking Theological Seminary, but has since been elected Bishop of Kiangsi Diocese, and 
one by Bishop Tseng Yu-shan. Ch 


| 
A news item states that Bishop Shen Tze-kao's Committee on the Prayerbook has now 
finished a tentative draft which is being printed and will be sent out for study and correction 
before a definite edition is printed. It includes: Communion Service, morning and evening 
services, the Scripture selections and a table of daily readings. 


Bishop Mao of Shanghai visited Kiangsi last November and confirmed 143 persons, Because 
of limitation of time he was not able to go to Ningpo and Taichow, Suffragan Bishop Mo 
Yung-hsien of South China Diocese has been acting as Bishop there since it was cut off from 
Bishop Hall's Hong Kong Diocese. Bishop Robin Chen telegraphed to him on January 17 that his 
election as regular bishop for that diocese had been confirmed, 


RUSSIAN CULTURAL EXHIBIT 


A very elaborate Russian cultural exhibit in Shanghai was visited by many Christians this 
spring, and is reported on in considerable detail in the June 6 Tien Feng. As an introduction 
to a series of appreciative statements by visitors to the exhibit, editor makes the following 
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